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Staff routinely engage in professional development opportunities 
to consider how the ground-breaking work of Dr Carol Dweck 
and her peers regarding growth mindset can have a positive impact 
on learners. Explicitly teaching students about the ways their 
brains change over time, due to their developmental phase, their 
learning experiences and, crucially, the way they think about their 
thinking (metacognition), reinforces the idea that improvement 
comes through study and practice, not just ‘raw ability’. This is the 
underlying theory of brain plasticity; the brain never stops changing 
and adjusting and making connections. Studies have shown that 
guiding students in not just what they learn but how they learn 
boosts self-awareness, increases mastery, improves resilience 
and self-motivation, and ultimately leads to stronger academic 
outcomes (Schraw, 2002; Chatzipanteli et al., 2013; Chen et al., 
2017). Developing a culture of safety and encouraging students to 
try even though there is the potential for the result to be disappointing, 
is key. All experiences can be used as an opportunity for learning 
– not just about subject matter, but about self. 

At Stuartholme, we have been incredibly lucky to be the only school 
in Queensland which is engaging with the Harvard University 
School of Education’s Project Zero. This program, led by Ron 
Ritchhart, promotes engagement, understanding and independence 
for learners through Visible Thinking routines. Teachers have been on 
a learning journey of their own over the past three years, developing 
skills and knowledge that is developing their pedagogy in order to 
better develop student thinking. It has been a highly effective way 
for us to integrate the 21st century skills of critical and creative 
thinking, collaboration and teamwork, communication, and personal 
and social skills, all of which underpin Queensland syllabus 
documents. 

We do not only see the benefit of the study of neuroplasticity and 
visible thinking in students’ academic performance, but also in 
their personal wellbeing. Stuartholme does not see wellbeing as 

being a ‘bolt-on’ activity to our academic program; it is ‘built-in’ to 
our daily lives in all we do. When a student feels valued, safe and 
appropriately challenged, her effort and engagement remains 
high. Students with high wellbeing gain higher grades and report 
lower rates of absence (Suldo, Thalji & Ferron 2011, ACU 2008); 
have higher levels of self-control and lower incidents of procrastination 
(Howell 2009); and are more creative and open-minded in their 
thinking (Fredrickson & Branigan 2005). 

At Stuartholme, our driving belief that we empower every student to be ‘the best she can be’ is 
not only grounded in a Sacred Heart philosophy but backed by science and practise. 

Neuroplasticity and success

At Stuartholme, we have been incredibly  
lucky to be the only school in Queensland  

which is engaging with the Harvard University  
School of Education’s Project Zero.

One of the Sacred Heart’s Wisdom Women, Mother Janet Erskine 
Stuart, said, “Our education is not meant to turn the children out 
small and finished, but seriously begun on a wide basis. Therefore, 
they must leave us with some self-knowledge, some energy, some 
purpose… If they leave us without these three things they drift 
with the stream of life.” As we continue Mother Stuart’s legacy, 
the Academic and Wellbeing teams’ mission is to ensure that all 
our students are seriously begun. With the strength of cutting-edge 
research guiding our practise, we model our expectations by 
working towards increasing our own mastery, trying new ways of 
doing and challenging ourselves to strive for improvement in order 
to deliver an innovative and highly effective learning environment. 

Shannon Lacey
Director of Studies 



Wellbeing that awakens her voice

Students are encouraged to contribute to the life of the school to 
help create this rich community. Central to achieving this is open, 
positive relationships based on respect and trust, that is, relationships 
between all who form this community called ‘Stuartholme’ – the 
girls, staff, families and the wider community.

While all members of staff are part of the Wellbeing team at 
Stuartholme, the Teacher Mentors, Leaders of Student Wellbeing, 
the School Psychologists, Boarding staff and the Dean of Student 
Wellbeing play specific and targeted roles in caring for and 
empowering the girls to discover their point of balance where their 
wellbeing is maximised. 

“We all strive to create a community in which every activity and 
interaction enhances the wellbeing of all. Together we strive to 
celebrate successes, support one another in times of need and so 
create a community that lives out the spirit of Cor Unum – One Heart,” 
explained Dean of Student Wellbeing, Deb Lonsdale-Walker.

“When we think of wellbeing, some of us call to mind an image of 
feeling happy all of the time. But in fact, research clearly shows 
that this is not the case.

“To the contrary, wellbeing is well-documented by the experts as 
quite the opposite. Wellbeing is accepting challenges, taking 
responsibility, being resilient, showing perseverance.” 

Whilst some schools still ascribe to a theory and model that a 



Each year, The Educator puts together a ‘hot list’ of the most influential educators over the 
past 12 months. This year Stuartholme was thrilled to have two staff make the list.

The prestigious list recognises professionals who represent the 
cutting edge of educational excellence in Australia. 

In his role of Director of eLearning, Andrew was instrumental in 
creating the platform for STU@HOME, the online learning model 
the school used during the period of remote learning. 

“Stuartholme was already very well positioned for online learning. 
The school started using OneNote in 2018 as a way to provide 
feedback to students in a far more timely manner than is possible 
with the paper-based method,” Andrew explained. 

In the final weeks of Term 1 it was evident that schools would be 
moving to online learning as the COVID-19 restrictions became 
tighter. 

“I had a very clear brief from the School’s Leadership Team, to create 
all the teaching and learning opportunities available to students, 
but online, which we called STU@HOME.”

From this platform, teachers could push their classroom content 
through OneNote which students could follow at their own pace. 

“The idea for STU@HOME was for students to follow their daily 
timetable. There was a function for collaboration where students 
could ask questions and seek support.”

Support was also provided with a weekly Zoom session – connect, 
clarify and confirm in every subject, plus a weekly check-in with 
the students’ Teacher Mentor Group. 

Stuartholme’s Social Justice Coordinator, Claire Lawler, was also 
well into planning for another outstanding year of Social Justice 
opportunities when COVID-19 restrictions were imposed. 

“In 2019, we started a General Chapter for Social Justice at 
Stuartholme. The purpose of the General Chapter was to discuss 
what issues were important to the students.

“Social Justice issues can seem overwhelming to young adults. 
The General Chapter allowed us to break down the bigger picture 
and make the solution accessible to students.” 

As part of this work, Claire has been able to help students find 
avenues and opportunities to contribute and benefit people in 
need, from refugees to members in our community with ‘diffabilities’.

I had a very clear brief from the  
School’s Leadership Team, to create all  
the teaching and learning opportunities  
available to students, but online, which  

we called STU@HOME.

As schools entered the period of remote learning, Claire found ways 
for Stuartholme students to continue their Social Justice work by 
offering Auslan classes.

“Auslan is the language developed by and for the deaf and hearing 
impaired community in Australia,” Claire said.

“It was the perfect choice for remote learning as all the classes 
could be done online.

“I was so proud of the number of girls who took up the opportunity, 
not only have they learned a new language, and demonstrate true 
inclusive communities in practice, which sums up what Social Justice 
means at Stuartholme.”

Congratulations to Andrew and Claire on this outstanding recognition 
of their work.

Outstanding educators
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Always was. Always will be.
A reflection by Leilani Hale, Alaina Walker and Mona Wolmby

This land has always been our land.
It is a part of us. 
We are a part of it.
We are interconnected.
We are one.

When you are back on country, you know you are home. 
You hear laughter.
You are surrounded by family.
You are surrounded by history.
The land makes you feel safe. 
The wind through the bush.
The ground under your bare feet.
You kick up the rich brown dirt.
You smell the dust. 
You soak it all in.

You do it whilst you can. 

The sun is brighter at home. 
Everything is clearer at home. 
On country.
The sun is up high in the sky.
The rays reach far into the blue.
You feel the warmth.

When the air is thick, when the sun is a bad hot.
The storm is coming. 
You wait.
Everything waits.
When the rain hits the dirt. 
We exhale.
It is the best smell in the world. 
The smell of rain. 

Blue is the colour of home. 
Green is the colour of home. 
Blue as you sit under the shade.
Green as you sleep under the trees.
Joy as you watch everybody do their thing.

The air is fresh.
The air tastes and smells different. 
Clean.
There are so many stars.
You see the Southern Cross. 
You see the Milk Way. 

On these nights I love staring into the fire.
Listening to the crackle. 
Stare at the flames and get lost in the flickering dancing. 
The smoke follows you.
Winding around you.
Winding like stories.
It is satisfying building a fire. 
The hardest part is keeping it alive.
If you are lucky the fire will still have heat in the morning. 
You gently breathe on the coals and the flames rise again.
The smoke rises again. 
The stories rise again.
 
I am on country. 
I feel safe. 
I am home. 
Thank you for realising this.
Please be careful where you step. 
Please be gentle with your steps. 
Whenever you are on country and feel you are being watched, 
don’t worry it is our grandparent’s checking who is on their 
country. 
Please know the country you walk on.
Walk with care.
Walk with respect.
Look after the land. It will always look after you. 
Always was. Always will be.

NAIDOC Week
Stuartholme students Leilani Hale, Alaina Walker and Mona Wolmby prepared the  

following beautiful reflection and shared it with the school community at a special NAIDOC 
Liturgy on Friday 6 November. The NAIDOC theme for 2020 is Always was. Always will be.
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Stuartholme’s Arts Department is finalising a 
proposal to create a mural in the tunnel under 
the Joigny Building. 

This exciting project will transform the tunnel into a far more visually 
app78722g a 



As a school community, everything we do and the way in which we do it, is influenced by our 
Catholic faith and Sacred Heart tradition. Retreat days provide an opportunity for students to 
explore their spirituality and personal growth. 

YEAR 7 RETREAT 

Laying the foundation

The Year 7 Retreat is particularly important as it allows our newest 
students time to deepen their understanding of the sacred by 
exploring what is sacred to our Stuartholme community (Cor Unum) 
and ourselves. This retreat also forms part of the ongoing initiation 
of our Year 7s into the spirituality of the Society of the Sacred Heart 
and what it means to be of One Heart. 

Dean of Mission, Justin Golding explained that the key to the 
success of a Retreat Day is encouraging students to keep an 
open heart and mind for the day. 

“We really want the students to give the day 100% of them – you 
get out of it what you put into it. We want everyone to respect the 
ideas of others and most of all to have fun!”  

With the help of a group of Year 10 volunteers, the first activity for 
the day was on Community Building. Students were asked to find 
a partner and sit together facing each other. When prompted, they 
were invited to share their reflections from the following questions. 

1. You only get three words to describe yourself. What are they?

2. �What’s something everyone else loves that you secretly find 
overrated? Why is this so? 

3. What kind of things really make you laugh? 

4. What is something that you wish you were really good at? 

5. �What’s been the greatest challenge starting secondary school 
this year? 

6. What do you love most about Stuartholme so far? 

7. �If there was one thing that you could change about 
Stuartholme, what would it be? 

After learning a bit more about their new year group, the students 
moved on to discussing the school motto ‘Cor unum et anima una 
in Corde Jesu”, which means One Heart and One Mind in the Heart 
of Jesus.

Students discussed how the heart symbolises the very centre of 
our being since it is the organ that keeps us alive by pumping blood 
around the whole body. Jesus desired a devotion to his Sacred 
Heart. He wanted to be close to us, to reveal to us the depths of 
his love, and to call us to respond to this love by loving him in return 
and extending that love to others. Indeed, he gave the commandment 
to his followers to ‘Love one another as I have loved you’ (John 15:12). 

“The Year 7s continued to explore concepts of ‘One Heart’ and 
what that meant to them before moving on to activities which 
allowed them to connect to the sacred,” explained Justin.

“Students could choose to look at Rosary Beads and prayer, as 
we use prayer as a way to speak to God. They could find the sacred 
in their surroundings by moving outside and finding something 
that reminded them of God. Or they could spend time looking at 
images and choosing the image that speaks to them or captured 
their attention.”

Retreat Days are run in every year level for between one and three 
days. The content builds on from the previous year, giving students 



When you spark her imagination, the results are limitless.

Stuartholme’s Spark Program, launched earlier this year, has been carefully designed to meet 
the needs of the school’s high potential students. 

Spark Program





The students were thrilled with their first  
harvest in October, which included kale, basil,  

perennial spinach, lettuce, and parsley.

The Stuartholme School  
Urban Farming Group

Fourteen students from Years 11 and 12 have 
joined Stuartholme School’s pilot Urban 
farming co-curricular group.

The Stuartholme School Urban Farming Group allows students to 
engage in experiential, project-based learning about agribusiness.

In 2020, Stuartholme School also joined the Agribusiness Gateway 
to Industry Schools program (AGISP).

The program was developed to combat skills shortages across 
agribusinesses and improve the attraction and retention of skilled 
employees to ensure a sustainable workforce into the future. 

“As a participating school in AGISP, we were able to apply for a 
grant which is being used to build a garden for the students to 
work in,” explained Tom Lillyman, Careers Counsellor. 

“The purpose of the urban garden is to develop students’ interest, 
knowledge and skills in agricultural practices, while also developing 
21st century skills of critical thinking, creative thinking, collaboration 
and teamwork. 

“Students are the key decision-makers at each stage of the 
journey and collaborate with industry partners to make informed 
decisions about crop choice, growing methods, crop monitoring, 
maintenance and nutrition, issue resolution, harvesting and use of 
crops grown,” Tom said. 

Work began on building the garden beds in July and were undertaken 
thanks to the generosity of Green Options staff, who currently 
manage the school’s grounds. 

“In addition to Green Options donating their time to build the 
garden beds, Searles Gardening donated propagating mix, 5 in 1 
organic fertiliser, potting mix, hand tools, hats, and soil testing 
equipment. We are hugely grateful for their support,” said Tom. 

Planting started in September and included a range of plants such 
as native lemon and lime, herbs and vegetables.

“The students were thrilled with their first harvest in October, which 
included kale, basil, perennial spinach, lettuce, and parsley” said Tom.



The news of the future –  
Schools competition

Stuartholme School’s Enrichment Department entered  
two teams in the 2020 Front Page competition, an  
initiative of Nine and Australia Teachers of Media (ATOM). 

The competition is designed to encourage students to  
write and design their own school newspaper. The two  
teams of Year 8 and Year 9 students each created an 
eight-page newspaper filled with news, stories, photos  
and interviews to keep the Stuartholme reader informed  
and entertained. 

Director of Enrichment, Michael Elliott said the competition  
not only provides a creative challenge for the students,  
but it also has direct links to the curriculum.

“The competition is relevant to many curriculum areas  
in the lower secondary years, including English, Media, 
Visual Arts, Social Sciences and Technology and allows 
students to extend themselves in areas of text structure, 
interacting with others, interpreting, analyzing and 
evaluating.”

Congratulations to both teams for their outstanding 
publications and to our Year 8 team who were named  
as a finalist in the Lower Secondary Category. 

Front Page



AUSTRALIAN GEOGRAPHY COMPETITION





2021 Leadership Positions

Cor Unum Captain:	 Annalise Barnes
Cor Unum Committee: 	� Madeleine Roche,  

Hannah Howard, Amy Horn 

SPORTS 
Athletics Captain:	 Jade Snowden 
Basketball Captain:	 Pascha Melsom 
Cross Country Captain: 	 Grace McIntosh 
Equestrian Captain: 	 Bella Anthony 
Netball Captain: 	 Elizabeth Nolan 
Rowing - Captain of Boats:	 Zavier Horder 
Soccer Captain:	 Jayde McCarthy 
Swimming Captain:  	 Sophia Buller 
Tennis Captain:  	 Lucy Berge 
Touch Football Captain:  	 Emma Hall 
Volleyball Captain:	 Daynah Holmes 
Waterpolo Captain:	 Gabby Twigg 
 
BOARDING 
Amiens Captain: 	 Emma Hall 
Amiens Vice Captain:	 Maeve Shay 
Grenoble Captain:	





This is an opportunity for the whole school community 



In term three, Stuartholme School was one of two schools that were asked to trial the QUT 
STEM Iterate pilot program. 

A number of Year 9 and two Year 10 Digital Technologies students 
plus a few of their friends participated in the challenge. These 
students were guided through a six step, problem solving model 
which they could apply to any real-world situation. This challenge 
was at university standard and our students delivered producing 
professional and evidence based solutions. This intense program 
is similar to other Design Sprints and UX Design Bootcamps run 
by tech giants such as Google and Amazon. 

Two groups recognised problems within the school that they could 
formulate and implement solutions for, and another group recognised 
a problem within the Brisbane waterways.

Team Robbos consisting of Sophie O’Brien, Chloe Robinson and 
Maree Robinson. Through research, this group discovered the 
devastating impact of food wastage, and its effect on our society 
and the environment. Team Robbo decided to take on the problem 
of food wastage throughout our school. They intended to implement 
their solution by partnering with the Stuartholme Urban Farms Club. 

Coffee Bean Wastage team consisted of Annabelle Fisher, Alice 
Shearer, Hannah Spurway, Bella Stuart and Sophie Sullivan. This 
group discovered that 23 million tonnes of coffee wastage was 
dumped in landfill each year. Guided by QUT student ambassadors, 



On the day, we were lucky to have some of the Queensland 
Women’s Rugby players on board to introduce the sport. Interest 
from our students was so high that in Term 3 Stuartholme launched 
Rugby 7s as an option with “Get Into Rugby”, a program funded 
by Sporting Schools and delivered by Queensland Rugby Union.

The program was very popular and we continued into Term 4 with 
training one day a week with nearly 70 girls. 

While in the introductory phase, our coaches Paul Davey, Liz Patu, 
Nick Lahey and Grace Strudwick have focused on safe tackling, 
ball skills and game play. We participated in the CaSSSA Gala 
Day, as well as some friendly games against Mt Alvernia and Mt 
Maria. The girls have been improving at every session and are 
keen to get involved in inter-school competitions in 2021. 

The Co-curricular Department held and inaugural Market Day earlier this year where students 
could find out about the various sports, clubs and music opportunities at Stuartholme. 



CaSSSA SPORT TRIMESTER 3

BASKETBALL
Open B......................................................................................5th           
Intermediate A............................................................. Runners Up
Intermediate C.

 



The Greek Club at South Brisbane once 
again hosted our Year 12 Formal on 
Friday 4 September. 

While the girls could not dance, they had a wonderful night 
with their partners and friends enjoying a beautiful dinner. 



Christmas came early on Sunday 8 November, 
with Stuartholme students hosting a very 
DanDaLion Christmas. 

At this student-led event, students and guests spent the day 
enjoying activities that were modified for all abilities to be included 
and most importantly, making new friends!

DanDaLion Friends is a charity that believes everyone has unique 
gifts and that everyone has skills to contribute. This philosophy 
motivates DanDaLion to help our community redefine the value of 



CONVENT OF THE SACRED HEART 

Canungra
As part of Stuartholme’s centennial celebrations, a group of alumnae, board members current 
and past staff took a trip through the Gold Coast hinterland to visit the Canungra Hotel, which 
became home to the Sisters and students during World War II. 

As part of the trip, the bus stopped at local wineries for tea, coffee 
and wine tasting, before reaching the Hotel where they enjoyed a 
delicious lunch. 

The journey to Canungra



The Centenary Art Show 2020 was a joyous 
celebration of generations of Stuartholme 
creatives, students, art teachers and parents. 

As part of the School’s Centenary celebrations, the fundraising Art 
Show ran over Saturday 12 September, which included the Opening 
Night and Sunday 13 September. 

Our guest speaker, Davida Shera (nee Allen) alumna and Archibald 
Prize winner, spoke from the heart about the importance of 
practising art at every age. She communicated to a rapt audience 
about the importance of being creative and playful. For the artists 
present, it was both an encouragement and affirmation of work 
that continues over a lifetime and is often carried out in isolation. 
Of her own practise she says, “Painting is my method of 
surviving—grief, love, lust, angst, joy, excitement.”

The exhibition displayed the works of thirty alumni, professional 
and emerging Brisbane artists in the form of paintings, ceramics 
and jewellery. The aim of this year’s show was to bring together 
alumni artists and present day art students to build and celebrate 
the creative community that continues to grow from the Stuartholme 
family. All artists who participated in the inaugural 2017 Art, Bubbles 
and Canapés (ABC) Art Show were invited to show their work. 
The second show also featured our talented art students from 
Years 7-12. 

Facilitated by Samantha Martinuzzi, Stuartholme Art Teacher and 
Marguerite O’Sullivan an Art with Heart competition was run within 
the school. Heart shaped canvases were painted, embroidered 
and collaged by students to illustrate their feelings about the school 
motto “One Heart” and its meaning for them. The works were 
displayed at Indooroopilly Shopping Centre and there were three 
prizes-A People’s Choice Award and two encouragement awards. 

To celebrate the centenary, Artist in Residence, Nick Olsen’s lovingly 
rendered view of the school from Birdwood Terrace is now available 
as a limited edition print. “On the Way Up (Colours of Stuartholme),” 
can be purchased from the school shop.

The art committee also commissioned a silver bracelet and a  Cor 
Unum pendant, designed by Pierina Curties, Stuartholme Art 
Teacher. The jewellery and art was sold during the show and for 



The Centennial Art Show (CAS) was a resounding success and 
bursary funds raised at this event have ensured that daughters of 
alumnae can have the opportunity to attend Stuartholme School. 
We hope you enjoy reading the article all about the Centennial Art 
Show – a very big think you to Stuartholme alumnae Tracey Lennon 
who coordinated this event along with the CAS sub-committee. 

Our final event for Stuartholme’s Centennial Year was the 
Inaugural SSCA Remembrance Mass where the SSCA Book of 





Our lives were very regimented and I for one thrived on that. I was 
happy to know what was expected of me from hour to hour. The 
days began in silence. We were wakened and then needed to dress, 
make our beds and pleat our cubicle curtains in time to process in 
our veils to the chapel for Mass. When we became Children of 
Mary (E de M) there was extra time before Mass for meditation 
outside, in front of the main building. This is one of my most lasting 
memories. We would walk up and down silently with the clouds often 
so thick that the city view was obscured. There was an ethereal 
feeling about that early morning prayerful ritual that comes to mind 
whenever I visit the school. 

The days ran to a strict timetable and we had different nuns and 
occasional lay teachers for different subjects. We were lucky enough 
to have some very inspiring and caring nuns who both taught and 
nurtured us. There is no doubt that they exerted a lifelong influence 
over us – certainly over me. I would particularly mention Mother 
Macrae, our distinguished Mistress General, Mother Antill who 
was both Mistress of Discipline and excellent English teacher; 
Mother Shanahan who was twice class mistress for our class and 
for whom we had and still have a great mutual devotion; Mother 
Carroll and Mother Power who provided us with entertainment as 
well as education in their classes and Mother Spruson who introduced 
us with passion and enthusiasm to science, as did Mother Craig 
to Ancient History. Mother Joyce looked after our temporal needs 
with a fresh paquet of clothes each week and Mother Parker and 
her friend Cocky were always ready for a chat. Reverend Mother 
Leyne and Reverend Mother Coen were in turn Superiors we 
treated with deep respect and to whom we curtsied in the corridors. 
Mother Weir was Mistress General in our last year, giving us a 
different but still caring discipline. 

All alumnae of our era would have vivid memories of weekly 
Exemptions when our behaviour for the week was classified from 
Very Good through several less satisfying levels to the unthinkable 
No Note. That was the other time that one curtsied to Reverend 
Mother, either with relief or shame as one received the dreaded card. 

Mention should be made of the refectory which we visited three 
times a day. As one progressed through the school one became a 
sub-president and finally president of the table one was placed at 
for the term. There were children from every class at each table so 
that we all had a chance to get to know others than our own class 
mates. The president’s duty was to serve the helpings of ‘Yes 
Please’, ‘Medium’ or ‘Very Little’ and to persuade the recipients to 
eat them  - not always an easy task. There were favourite meals 
and less popular. “Guess What” on Sunday night came into that 
category – allegedly a mixture of the week’s leftovers.

Go 



On Saturday 31 October, the Stuartholme Sacre Coeur Association 
held their inaugural Mass of Remembrance in celebration of 
Stuartholme’s centennial year. The beautiful mass saw mothers, 
daughters and even granddaughters celebrating Mass in memory 
of loved ones. A recent purchase of a red leather bound SSCA Book 
of Remembrance was inserted with the names of all Stuartholme 
rscJ, from the beginning of Stuartholme to our most recent rscJ 
passing, SSCA alumnae and friends. As part of the Mass, the 
Book of Remembrance was blessed by Sisters Rita Carroll rscJ 
and Kathleen Muirhead rscJ. 

After mass, the Australian room was filled with many conversations, 
laughter and reconnection of alumnae, family, friends and staff.  
We thank the School’s caterers for providing a ‘high tea’ within 
individual boxes for everyone to enjoy.

The Mass of Remembrance will be an annual event, next year the 



Poppy and Stewart Lowe

Wedding
16 May	 Laura Strimaitis, Class of 2010 and Ben Atkins.

Wedding





MAKING AN OARSOME IMPACT
Rowing is a shared passion for the Wareham family, who have 
supported the sport in many different ways throughout the years. 
During their daughters’ time at the School, Monica McGuire and 
Andrew Wareham were heavily involved in the Rowing Parent Support 
Group, volunteering their time, gifting video/film production and 
making numerous donations.

Since their daughters graduated, the family have continued their 
support through the establishment of a rowing scholarship for a 
boarding student.

“We had nine continuous years rowing at Stuartholme with our 
three girls, Jordana, Mackenzi and Zara. We believe that rowing 

BUILDING THE FUTURE
Contributions to the Sacred Heart Mother House in Rome (including 
the dowries of European Religious) helped to fund the original 
Stuartholme School building. Over the years, the School has 
significantly grown in size with the addition of new buildings and 
major refurbishments. The Spruson and Joigny Buildings were 
largely funded through the Stuartholme Foundation’s Building 

has had such a positive impact on them. It breeds a serious mental 
and physical toughness and is one of the ultimate team sports. 
Their commitment and self-discipline, as well as the positive 
change in their daily routines and structure during the rowing 
seasons, was amazing. It is a seriously tough, demanding sport and 
it made us respect our girls on a different level. They have gained 
attributes from a sport, that we believe have truly made them better 
people. Positive traits that will stay with them through their adulthood.” 

“We are grateful for what the sport has given to our girls (and us as 
parents). It is why we wanted to contribute to the rowing scholarship. 
We just wanted to assist in a small way – enabling another young 
person to experience what our children enjoyed and benefited 
from – the wonderful sport of rowing.”  Monica McGuire.

Fund, as were the construction of the tennis courts and the fit-out 
of new science class rooms. The Stuartholme community helped 
fund the new Chapel and in particular, the spectacular stained 
glass window. Philanthropy has also supported the construction 
of the original swimming pool, an upgrade and the construction of 
the present Aquatic Centre. Boarding facilities have been 
continually upgraded including a program currently underway.

Zara, Mackenzi and Jordana Wareham pictured with Grace Atkins, the current recipient of 
the Wareham Family Scholarship and Emma McCarthy, Stuartholme’s Rowing Director.

Kathleen Delahunty, Marie-Lou Waller and Kathleen Lynch 
fundraising for the school’s original swimming pool c.1950. 
the original pool was opened in 1951.



THE ART OF GIFTING
Dr Norman Behan, whose daughters Brigidine 
(class of 1955), Sr Genevieve rscJ (class of 
1961), Maria (class of 1966) and Madeleine (class 
of 1971) were all educated at Stuartholme, was a 
great supporter of the School, gifting a culturally 
significant collection of Australian art to the 
Society of the Sacred Heart. The Stuartholme-
Behan Collection of Australian Art was on display 
throughout the School for many years, before 
being loaned to the University of Queensland 
(UQ), where it is currently exhibited on rotation 
and used for educational purposes.

Students relaxing on new outdoor seating.



QUT Cube

LEAVING THE ULTIMATE GIFT
Stuartholme is eternally grateful to all those who have left the ultimate gift of a Sacred Heart education for future generations of young 
women through a bequest in their Will. A recipient of a Stuartholme scholarship herself, Moreen Acton (nee England, class of 1928) 
continues to support future generations of young women through a bequest in her Will. An annual prize named in her honour recalls her 
generosity. A bequest can have a truly transformational impact. Opened in 1999, the Sharon Beirne Health Centre was made possible 
through a generous gift from alumna Sharon Beirne (class of 1951). Her late husband, John Brewer, further honoured her memory through 
a gift in his Will that established the Sharon Beirne Memorial Scholarship. 

GIVE THE GIFT OF OPPORTUNITY
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